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South Lakeland District Council
Council

28 March 2018
South Cumbria Community Safety Partnership Plan 

2018/19

PORTFOLIO: Councillor Philip Dixon - Public Health and Wellbeing 
Portfolio Holder

REPORT FROM: Debbie Storr - Director of Policy and Resources 
(Monitoring Officer)

REPORT AUTHOR: Simon Blyth - Principal Partnerships and Communities 
Officer

WARDS: Not applicable

FORWARD PLAN: Budget and Policy Framework Decision 

1.0 EXPECTED OUTCOME

1.1 SLDC approves the new South Cumbria Community Partnership (CSP) Plan 
2018/19 and recognises the effective collaboration in place between SLDC 
and Barrow Borough Council, Cumbria Police and partner agencies including 
Safer Cumbria.

2.0 RECOMMENDATION

2.1 It is recommended that Council approve the South Cumbria Community 
Safety Partnership Plan (2018/19) for adoption.

3.0 BACKGROUND AND PROPOSALS

3.1 The Community Safety Partnership Plan is part of the Council’s Policy 
Framework. The attached Partnership Plan was approved at South Cumbria 
CSP on 13 March 2018.

3.2 Specific actions under the priorities will now be worked up with partners, 
delivering projects designed to add value to current community safety 
initiatives and activities County wide. Funding from the Police and Crime 
Commissioner supports delivery of these projects. Projects will be monitored 
and reports on outcomes given to the CSP at the conclusion of the projects. 
Progress reports are provided for Overview and Scrutiny twice yearly.

3.3 CSP’s are statutorily responsible for reducing crime and disorder, substance 
misuse and re-offending in each local authority area. Each CSP is made up of 
5 ‘responsible authorities’, currently comprising:
• police
• local authority
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• fire and rescue service
• probation trust
• CCG.

3.4 The South Cumbria CSP is an amalgamation of South Lakeland and Barrow 
CSP’s and was formally agreed on 25 January 2017. This now means 
Cumbria is covered by 3 CSP’S: South, West and North, each covering 2 
District areas.

3.5 The CSP aims to reduce crime and enable local communities to remain safe 
and reassured, without fear or threat of crime. It does this through identifying 
priorities (related to crime figures and trends, and the Police and Crime Plan) 
for its annual Partnership Plan. Sub-groups are convened to develop projects 
and actions.  

3.6 There are 4 joint meetings per annum, currently held in the Coronation Hall in 
Ulverston. The Chair is Councillor Brendan Sweeney (Barrow Borough 
Council) who was appointed in October 2016. The vice chair is Police 
Superintendent Rob O’Connor. 

3.7 SLDC provides the CSP coordinator who, along with the Chair, attends 
County wide Safer Cumbria meetings. This ensures the CSP’s work links in 
with wider Cumbrian projects and initiatives (for example the “Staying Safe 
online” programme).

3.8 There has been a focus on serious and organised crime at recent meetings 
with the Police providing verbal updates of the situation in South Cumbria, 
giving the opportunity for partners to be aware and work collaboratively where 
applicable.

3.9 In 2017 the CSP agreed to focus its Plan on 2 priorities: Alcohol and violent 
crime/ sexual offences and online child sexual exploitation and staying 
safe. A number of projects were initiated to tackle these issues including:

 Applied Theatre in Cumbria: SLDC, in conjunction with partners 
including the Arts Council/ Curious Minds, Office of the Police and 
Crime Commissioner (OPCC), Cumbria County Council, and Barrow 
Borough Council, raised £150,000 to commission the Brewery Arts 
Centre to write and perform plays in 10 schools in South Cumbria. 
These professional productions, with a national award winning 
playwright, will focus on community safety and health and wellbeing.

 A campaign to educate the public on cross County drug lines to 
empower them to report drug dealing activities and exploitation 
anonymously. This project will also receive community intelligence on 
those who are travelling from urban areas outside Cumbria to set up 
drug networks, raise awareness of the issue with professionals 
throughout South Lakeland, make the public and criminals aware in 
urban areas that proactive activities are taking place to detect and 
disrupt their activities, make vulnerable children and adults aware that 
they are being targeted by criminals and to give them or their friends an 
anonymous way of reporting.
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 Early intervention problem solving training was funded for Multi agency 
partners. This training will go towards the setting up of community 
safety hubs in Kendal and Barrow.  

 £4000 to Cumbria Alcohol and Drug Addiction Service (CADAS) to 
contribute to the reduction of alcohol related crime, CSE and hospital 
admissions in South Cumbria using workshops for young people and 
CPD sessions for professionals working with children and young 
people in generic and specific drug and alcohol topics as well as risk 
taking behaviour.

3.10 The Partnership Plan for 2018/19 is in appendix 1. Priorities are: Alcohol and 
violent crime, Child sexual exploitation (CSE), Domestic abuse and 
Mental Health.

3.11 Alcohol and violent crime and CSE remain in the Plan as alcohol is a 
significant causal factor in violent (and other) crime. CSE remains a key issue 
for South Cumbria (as it is nationally). The CSP intends to target messages at 
parents as well as children to raise awareness of Domestic abuse and CSE. 
Domestic abuse offences have increased in South Lakeland by 8.6% over the 
last 3 years (8% compared with last year). The CSP will work with the Safer 
Cumbria Domestic Abuse Strategy (2018-2020).

4.0 CONSULTATION

4.1 The CSP Partnership Plan links in with consultation done as part of the 
Cumbria Police and Crime Plan. The Plan is also circulated and discussed 
among CSP members. A report is provided to the SLDC Overview and 
Scrutiny Committee on the CSP twice annually from 2018 – the last meeting 
was on 2 February 2018 (link here, O&S 56).

5.0 ALTERNATIVE OPTIONS

5.1 CSP’s have a statutory responsibility to produce a Partnership Plan.
6.0 LINKS TO COUNCIL PRIORITIES

6.1 This report links to the Council Plan target: “We will work with partners to 
reduce the number of people affected by domestic violence, alcohol related 
crime, substance misuse, anti-social behaviour and serious and organised 
crime through our excellent Community Safety Partnership work” and 
“improving health and reducing health inequalities”.

7.0 IMPLICATIONS
7.1 Financial and Resources

7.1.1 SLDC act as accountable body for the partnership and hold and administer all 
funding as directed by the CSP. The Police and Crime Commissioner 
allocated £20,000 to each CSP area (i.e. north, south and west) with effect 
from 2017/18. In addition, £15,000 is allocated to each CSP area towards the 
cost of managing the work of the CSP. The PCC has also allocated £15,000 
towards the maintenance of Barwatch schemes across the county, with a 
direct benefit to Business Against Crime South Lakeland Partnership.

http://democracy.southlakeland.gov.uk/ieListDocuments.aspx?CId=364&MId=4341&Ver=4
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AMOUNT 
(per 

annum to 
March 
2020)

PURPOSE ORGANISATION 
receiving funds

£15,000 Contribution to costs of CSP co-
ordinator in administering the CSP 
and delivering on projects.

SLDC

£20,000 Funding for local projects that 
support the Police and Crime Plan 
and the local CSP action plan aimed 
at reducing crime and anti-social 
behaviour and supporting victims of 
crime and tackling emerging issues.

SLDC

£15,000 Contribution to Barwatch schemes 
across Barrow and South Lakeland 

Business Against 
Crime South Lakeland 
Partnership (BACSLP)

7.2 Human Resources

7.2.1 SLDC provides the coordination of the CSP and administrative support. This 
is funded through the OPCC. No other specific SLDC issues have been 
identified. 

7.3 Legal

7.3.1 This report relates to statutory responsibilities detailed in the Crime and 
Disorder Act 1998, the Police and Justice Act 2006 and the Policing and 
Crime Act 2009 (Section 108)

7.3.2 There remains a statutory requirement for CSPs to produce a Strategic 
Assessment, currently undertaken by the Cumbria Intelligence Observatory 
and an annual Partnership Plan.  

7.4 Health, Social, Economic and Environmental
Have you completed and Health, Social, 
Economic and Environmental Impact 
Assessment?

Yes ☐ No ☒

If yes, please confirm that it is attached 
to the report in the appendices.

Yes ☐ No ☒

If you have not completed an Impact 
Assessment, please explain your 
reasons.

The report (and the CSP Plan) details the 
social impacts around crime, alcohol, 
drugs, risk-taking behaviour and 
loneliness and isolation. 
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7.5 Equality and Diversity
Have you completed an Equality Impact 
Analysis?

Yes ☐ No ☒

If yes, please confirm that it is attached 
to the report in the appendices.

Yes ☐ No ☒

If you have not completed an Impact 
Assessment, please explain your 
reasons.

Equality impacts will be completed as part 
of the projects funded by the CSP. 

7.6 Risk
Risk Consequence Controls required
The Plan is not 
representative of CSP 
interests.

Partners will not support 
the Plan and the credibility 
of the CSP will be 
damaged.

The Plan has been drawn 
up with reference to the 
Cumbria Police and Crime 
Plan, the South Cumbria 
Police Superintendent and 
will be fully discussed and 
agreed at the CSP 
Executive meeting before 
approval.

CONTACT OFFICERS

Report Author - Simon Blyth, Principal Partnership and Communities Officer, 
Partnerships and Organisational Development, 01539 793262, email: 
s.blyth@southlakeland.gov.uk 

APPENDICES ATTACHED TO THIS REPORT 
Appendix No.
1 South Cumbria CSP Partnership Plan 2018/19  

BACKGROUND DOCUMENTS AVAILABLE N/A
TRACKING INFORMATION
Assistant 
Director

Portfolio Holder Solicitor to the 
Council

SMT Scrutiny 
Committee

1/3/2018 1/3/2018 1/3/2018 1/3/2018 N/A
Executive 
(Cabinet)

Committee Council Section 151 
Officer

Monitoring 
Officer

N/A N/A 28/3/2018 1/3/2018 1/3/2018
Human 
Resource 
Services 
Manager

Leader Ward 
Councillor(s)

Comms Team

1/3/2018 N/A N/A N/A

mailto:s.blyth@southlakeland.gov.uk

